| li ih; a 
t'f 


of i H E wn 3 ff 
f 4 "DRL: ret ers 
Si 
- of 
- 


Religious GOVERNMENT 
OF A 

TF 4 © 1 4B 

; PARTICULARLY 


The Obligation and Importance of 
Famiry Worſhip, 


I'N 
TuxtE DISCOURSES. 


Preached at CAR TER-LANE. 


= By EDWARD PICKARD. 


As for me and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord, 
Joſhua xxiv. I5. 


LONDON: 


Printed by RicyHaRD HETT; 


in Pater-noſter Row ; and C. HENDERSON, under the 
Royal-Exchange. | 


M.DCC.LXII. 
[Price One Shilling. ] 


6 Ia 
« . - : \w..H97 - 
——_ h he. wr ans > ot CIT, . i a 
- —_ —_ - © 4 A -—, 
RS IE AC, 3.7 £7 waa 
C , C a. + 
« -* - —_— - - we 4 + eG wo_— - 
By » gp #-. CO er > P » p bf 


rn Ss aL 
Ge 
DR 


And Sold by J. Noon, in Little-Britain ; J. BuckranD, 


- we, y 
A Cr 6. -—— 


A A ” pr —m—— py, 
__ - 
% on MO pi oo rw Art cn d. gee 4 


- - 


ry 
OS 
=s. 7" 1p » | 
$<woy 


= » - Nan erent - WT _ < *_ 
=>: -——+ 267 ns ig ICE — 
_——————— -——_—_—z _ | = - 


RET 


<——DWS-—- -_—_ 
» - 


Wo + $44 


®, + 
TV 5. 
nn ——_  —_— . "- 
- : tm Rp * «> — — 
«4 , = = —-— + «4 amt <— +. 4 * 
= = _ 
"I CO —_— —_—O—O_— SO DR RO 
"- pe. bs A 


"2A. : 
"ey ng 
_ . - > p* - —__ 
< 


f 
{ Ve 4 
_ | 
4 LS : 
s #4 , 
» © . ) 
> 308 
4- w 
. : : 


_— 


dv d.oaks "A 

CO omg 5 oe ers PCA CI RT AR ng 
6 4 ” rey . - _ a —_— 
no wn ie We en Sh Fine. - a” L - 


d WT - Weds Gow 
_ mh - = 
on ” Rk 2” d x : 
—— — _ $- Swe tw 4 PS — % $ 4 PS”. be 
. R « . : « Ld a4 
. - 
. "ys. 4 " 
5 ISO 
+ p 4 


p. o 7 -, 
«<M?,. tte s 
— na cat 3 


_ ry —_—_ > - 
_— _—_—_ wma w t, 


At = 
- 2— 
—_ ©. "7 Iv" 
, _ ” ; 
— can.” : 
- 3 et IS ES. 
Os Wn En, pm Bi ng > 4 - 
% = hk « - —— * _ - 
ETD Sum Po Eo ng $a 4 
Es - D 


mY 
RE Aor<— =." _ 
ABI ot OO on een 


ta. wc 


PREFAC E. 


ESE HESE diſcourſes were de- 

SEE livered from the pulpit 

"2883 ſome time ſince, without 

any thought of their being made 

more public. But having lately 
preached the firſt of them at St. 
Thomas's in Southwark, and being 
deſired "to publiſh it, I determined 
that the other two ſhould accom-_ 
pany it, 


- 
15 
x? 


As they were firſt preached to 
the congregation amongſt whom I 
Ratedly labour, to their acceptance 
and ſervice I now particularly de- 
dicate them, as a teſtimony of my 
duty, afte&ion, and gratitude, to 
them. 


A-2 My 


”7 KaA4E FAQ EF, 


My fincere intention is, to ad- 
vance chriſtian piety and virtue: 
more eſpecially, to recommend the 
daily worſhip of God in families, 
A duty which appears to me, to be 
of great importance and utility : 
but which, I fear, is not ſo much 
regarded as it deſerves, 


Tazsz are my reafons, and let 
this be my apology, for this publi- 
cation, If theſe diſcourſes contri- 
bute any thing to revive ſerious 
practical religion, my end will be 
anſwered: I ſhall be very thank- 
ful: and defire to give God the 


glory, 


DISCOURSE I. 


GENESIS xviii. 19. 

For I know him that he wwill command his chil- 
dren and his houſehold after him; and they 
ſhall keep the way of the Lord. 


HESE words are ſpoke con- 
cerning Abraham. Whoſe 
character as recorded in 
{cripture, appears to be 
amiable, great, and exem- 


plary : and, as ſuch, to have recommended 
him to particular marks of the divine regard. 
The view in which our text places this wor- 
thy patriarch is, as the head of a family. 
And it repreſents his wiſe, rational, and re- 
ligious conduct in this character: and the 
favour which the Almighty ſhowed to him 
upon this account. He was a kind matter ; 
| A+ a 


6 The religious Government of a Family. 


a tender parent: and he was alſo wiſe and 
pious. And theſe aficRions and principles 
co-operating, engaged him to exert his au- 
thority and care, to promote religion and 
virtue in his tamily. 


NoR was hisprudent, pious care ineffeQual 
or unrewarded. For he had awiſe and faithiul 
ſervant to manage his aftairs : a pious, dutiful 
{on to comfort and rejoice his old age: and the 
bleſſing of God upon himſelf, and his houſe. 
And indeed a family fo conducted, promiles 
the greateſt pleaſure and happineſs. Picty 
and virtue properly recommended by the 
head of a houſe, is likely to diffuſe order 
and peace through the whole : to engage 
every member to contribute his ſhare to 
every one's comfort and felicity : and to ſe- 
cure that moſt important. good of all, the 
bleſiing of Almighty God. And it we 
carry our views beyond this life, ſuch a me- 
thod bids fair to promote the everlaſting 
happinc of thoſe, who are committed to 
our truit. EE 


The religious Government of a Family. 7 
I propoſe therefore to ſhow you, 


I. Wherein the religious government of 


a family conſiſts. And, 


IT. To ofter ſome arguments and motives 
to engage us to it. 


I, Let me point out to you, wherein the 
religious government of a family conſiſts, 


You will give me leave to uſe plainneſs 
and freedom : as it is a matter of great 1m- 
portance: and yet, I fear, not ſo much at- 
tended to, as it ought to be. 


EveRY family may be conſidered, as a 
little community within itſelf: intruſted to 
the government of thoſe who are the heads 
of it. It is incumbent upon them to main- 


tain regularity therein : to manage its affairs, 


n their reſpective provinces, with diſcretion 
and economy : to treat every part with care 
and tenderneſs : and at the ſame time, by a 


proper authority, to preſerve a due ſubordina- 
tion, and the neceflary conneQion which one 


member has with another. This 1s lughly. 
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8 The religious Government of a Fainily. 
fit, even in a civil and prudential view : in 
order to avoid confuſion and diſtraQtion : 
and to render a family agreeable and com- 
fortable. 


BuT I am to conſider and treat the ſub- 
ject in a religious view. And to repreſent 
the duty, which is in this reſpect incumbent 
upon every head and parent of a family. 
Such a one ſhould remember the duty, 
which he owes to God in his ſtation : and the 
| importance of the divine bleffing. He ſhould 
alſo conſider the real character, the moſt im- 
portant intereſt of every one committed to 
his care: as equally with himſelf a ſervant 
of God ; a diſciple of Jeſus; capable of re- 
Iigion and virtue ; upon a ſtate of trial; and 
deſigned for immortality, And he ſhould 
moreover conlider himſelf, as veſted with a 
momentous truſt ; as having immortal beings 
committed to his tuition : and as, in ſome 
meaſure, anſwerable for them to the great 
Lord and Judge of all. However little this 
may be attended to, yet it is a very juſt and 
ſerious view, And the inquiry now before 
us 1s, wherein conſiſts this duty ? How may 
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The religious Government of a Family. 9g 


this ſolemn truſt be faithfully diſcharged ? In 
anſwer to this 1 obſerve, 


Firſt, Great care is to be taken who are 


admitted as parts and members of the fa- 
mily. | 


THr1s, if nota part of religious order and 
government, yet is of great importance to 
it: and deſerves more attention, than, per- 
haps, is generally paid to it. I will now 
ſuppoſe the heads of a family united in a 
perſuaſion of the importance of religion : 
defirous to maintain it in their houſe; and 
that their children ſhould keep the way of 
the Lord. And, I ſay, it behoves them to 


be carcful, who they admit as members of 
their family. _ 


IT will be eafily ſeen, that what I mean, 
1s the cioice of ſervants. To be too parti- 
cular here, would be impertinent. And yet 
as the thing is of no ſmall conſequence in a 
rel:g1o0us vierv, you will allow a general hint. 
For children and young perſons will be very 
apt to catch the language and manners of 

thoſe 
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To The religious Government of a Family, 
thoſe that are about them. It were defireable 
therefore, that theſe ſhould have a real ſenſe 
of God and religion. But this may not be 
eaſily obtained, or known. Thus much 
however, every religious head of a family 
may and will require of ſervants, that they 
be conformable to orders : that they obſerve 
external decency : that they regard truth and 
ſobriety : and that they avoid all profaneneſs 
and obſcenity in their words and ations. 
About theſe things, the wiſe and religious 
head of a family will be at leaſt as careful 
(and I think ought to be more {o) as about 
his children contracting any thing aukward 
and mean ; or being alarmed, and frighted 
by idle tales. For habits may be hereby in- 
ſenſibly acquired. Or at leaſt thoſe things 
made familiar to young perſons, which they 
ought either to be ignorant of, or to conſider 
with deteſtation, 


Secondly, Every religious head of a family 
will endeavour, by the exerciſe of a muld 
and proper authority, to 1eſtrain thoſe that 
are under his care, from ſuch things as are 
likely to corrupt their minds ; to weaken 

tie 


The religious Government of a Family. 11 
the force of religious principles ; and to 
prevent or efface the impreffions which re- 
ligious inſtruction might make upon them, 


IT is true there is no authority over con- 
ſcience. Nor can it avail to make any truly 
pious and good, But it can reſtrain and re- 
gulate the outward conduct. And here 
every wiſe and good man will exert it, un- 
der the management of prudence and love. 
Whatever may be ſaid to palliate the neg- 
lect of this proper diſcipline with reſpect to 
others, yet as to our children there can be 
no colour for neglecting it. "Theſe are, by 
nature and religion, placed under the inſpec- 
tion, authority, and care of the paretits. 
Their inexperience, weakneſs of judgment, 
ſtrength of inclination and paſlion, need and 
plead for a reaſon and wiſdom ſuperior to 
their own, to guide and controul them. 
Here kind authority ſhould exert itfelf, to 
_ curb headſtrong paſſions; to check violent 
inclinations; to reſtrain from dangerous 
pleaſures; and to prevent the too eager pur- 
ſuit of thoſe that are in a degree allowable : 
leaſt they ſhould be led aſide into the ways 
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12 The religious Government of a Family. 
of vice and folly ; the principles of piety 
and virtue be impaired or loſt; and habits 
be acquired, which we and they ſhall have 
hereafter cauſe to repent of. And perhaps 
there never was more need of attending to 
this direction, than at preſent : when plea- 
ſures and entertainments of all forts are {6 
much in vogue : and to introduce young per- 
ſons to them, is almoſt become a part of 
modern education. The prevalence of theſe 
is univerſally lamented : and their bad effe&s 
ſenſibly felt. And how can the growing 
evil be ſtopped, unleſs parents and heads of 
families will exert themſelves? Deny their 
own gratification ? and exerciſe the authority 
which nature has given them, and reaſon, 
religion, and affection call for ? 


Anp yet here, I own, great prudence is 
neceſſary : and while we take care of too 
indulgently relaxing, we ſhould avoid too 
rigorous and ſevere reſtraints. Some amule- 

ments, ſome diverſions, youth muſt have, 
Nature requires them. Religion allows 
them. A too forcible or a total reſtraint, 


may render the defire more violent, when 
If 


The religious Government of a Family. 13, 
it has an opportunity to break looſe : and 


give unhappy prejudices againſt religion, as 


moroſe and melancholly. Here then all our 


prudence is requiſite. And our conduct muſt 
be a great deal regulated, by the diſpoſition 


and temper of our children. In general, we 


ſhould endeavour to convince them, that our 
reſtraints are not becauſe we grudge them 


pleaſure: but from the danger we apprehend 
to their beſt intereſts. We ſhould point out 
to them thoſe dangers : and perhaps may be 
able to ſet before them, ſome ſtriking inſtan- 
ces of it. It would be of uſe to find out the 
prevailing inclination and paſſion : and not 
to let overmuch ſternneſs tempt them to 
conceal their true ſelves from us. The mild 
authority is to be preſerred before the ſevere : 
the perſuaſive, rather than the compulſive 
reſtraint. Our company ſhould be made 
agreeable to them. And ſome proper amuſe- 
ments be allowed and encouraged : that 
they may not be forced to ſeek them abroad, 
or without our knowledge and concurrence. 
And if we would accuſtom them to acts of 
benevolence and charity, at their own mo- 
tion, or as our almoners, this would not 


only 
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14 The religious Government of a Family. 

only ſtrengthen the good affetions in them, 
but give them that divine pleaſure in the per- 
formance, and upon review, as would make 
them leſs fond of the unſubſtantial delights 
of ſenſual amuſements. Other things alfo 
there are, which while they pleaſe and enter- 
tain, would alſo improve their minds: and 
yield higher delight, as well as more advan- 
tage, than the gayeſt entertainments which 
an extravagant age can furniſh. ButT am 
inſenſibly got beyond my ſubjet. Let the 


importance of the ron be my apology. 1 
now proceed 


_ Thirdy, Another part of this duty is 


religious inſtruction. 


THAT this is a great and conſiderable part 
of the duty of every head and parent of a 
tamily, 1s too obvious to need any proof. I 


ſhall only give you a few ſhort and general | 


hints concerning it. 


THe matter of our inſtructions ſhould be 
plain and important truths : not things ab- 
ſtruſe and controverſial, The firſt principles 

of 


The religions Government of a Family. 15 


of religion are obvious and ftriking ; and 
their evidence and their importance ſoon and 
eaſily felt. That there is a God that made 
and ſupports them ; and that therefore they 
ought to pray to, reverence, love, and ſerve 
him. That they have immortal ſouls, which 
muſt be ſaved or periſh for ever. 'That there 
are duties which they owe to God, to their 
fellow creatures and to themſelves. The 
value and importance of the goſpel ſalvation, 
in our preſent ſtate of depravity, guilt, and 
weakneſs, and with reſpect to a future ſtate 
of exiſtence. Theſe and ſuch like are things, 
which can hardly be too oft, or too ſeriouſly 
inculcated : and in which we ſhould take 
care that they be well principled and ground- 
ed. This we ſhould endeavour to do in 
the moſt plain and familiar manner : and 
adapt our inſtructions to their feeble capaci- 
ties. To teach them high and abſtruſe 
points, is feeding them with the meat for 
ſtrong men, inſtead of the milk for babes. 
To begin with teaching them diſputable 
notions, and party ſentiments, is fixang pre- 
judices in their minds; forming them for 
bigotry ; and leading them to miſplace reli- 

g10N. 


16 The religious Government of 'a' Family. 
gion. To teach them words without ideas; 
is only enabling them to talk without improv- 
ing their underſtandings, or forming their 
minds. Religious initruftion ſhould never 
be made a taſk or a burthen : but as eaſy, 
familiar, and agreeable as may be. And 
though I do not condemn proper forms and 
catechiſms, yet I think that a free and conde- 
{icending converſation upon the great ſubjects 
of religion is moſt likely to convey uſeful 
knowledge, and fix religious impreſlions. 
And it would be well if, where the parent 
1s Capable of it, thoſe forms or catechiſms 
were conſidered, as furniſhing topics for this 
familiar converſation with them, rather than 
as what the child ſhould be ſet to learn as a 
taſk; or the inſtructor confine himſclf to. 
The word of God is the pure fountain of 
religious knowledge. In this therefore chil- 
dren ought to be well initructed. And fin- 
ole paſſages, or whole paragraphs taken from 
thence, would furniſh out hints for convey- 
ing the moſt uſeful knowledge in the mot 
ealy, conyincing, and unprefiive manner. 
Nor would this method, if it were tried, 
be found fo difficult as it may ſeem to be. 

The 
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The very queſtions our youny pupils would 
alk us, would lead us on. And while we 
were improving them, we might perhaps be 


no loſers ourſelves. Authority ſhould be uſed 


very tenderly in matters of religious inſtruc- 
tion. Our great endeavour ſhould be, to 


open their underſtandings ; to enlighten their 


judgments ; and to engage their hearts. 


I go on to another and very important part 


of the religious government of a family. 
And that is 


Fourthly, That the worlip of God be 


regularly and ſtatedly __ up 1n it. 


THe reaſonableneſs and importance of this, 
will, I hope, appear from the ROWing COnN- 


 ſiderations. 


Every family is a little ſociety : of which 
each one is a member : incorporated, as it 
were, into one another: governed by the 


fame rules : having one joint intereſt to pur- 


{ne : the ſame wants in common to be ſup- 
Pied: and mutually depending upon the pro- 
B vidence 
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18 The religicus Government of a Family. 


vidence and bleſſing of the Almighty. Is 
it not then highly proper, is it not a plain 
dictate of nature, and what a ſenſe of duty 
and the feelings of relative affections recom- 
mend, that they ſhould unite in one com- 
mon acknowledgement of the great God, 
the parent and ruler of all ? "That they ſhould 
Join together in ſpreading their wants before 
him ? imploring his favour and blefling? 
and paying him their grateful ofterings for 
thoſe mercies, and comforts, which they in 
common enjoy ? And when {ſo proper to do 
this, as when upon the return of the morn- 
ing, our bleſlings and enjoyments open to us 
afreſh ; and we are about to engage in the 
affairs of active lite, through which we con- 


ftantly need and depend upon his guidance 


and blefling ? And alfo, when upon the clot: 
of the day, we have its bleſlings to recollect ; 
its infirmities and fins to acknowledge, and 
ſeck the pardon of; and are about to lay 
ourſelves down to reſt, leaving our habitat!- 
ons, ſubſtance, and perſons, wholly to the 
divine protection and care ? 


FamMti- 
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FAMILIES alſo may be conſidered as nurſe- 
ries for the world, for the church, and for 
heaven. As religion 1s in every view of the 
laſt importance, here it thould begin : here 
it ſhould be maintained, inculcated, and 
promoted. And how, I pray you, can 
this be ſo properly and efieftually done, 
as by the regular, ſerious worſhip of God 
there ? 


| EveRY head of a family, every parent 
eſpecially, 1s under the moſt ſacred endear- 
ing obligations, to promote the happineſs of 
thoſe committed to his care. Can this be 
more efteEtually done, than by promoting 
their piety and virtue? by fixing in their 
minds an awful ſenſe of an all-ſeeing God 
and judge ? and engaging them to live in his 
fear every day long ? Think then, is there 
any thing that can have a more direct and 
apparent tendency hereto, than the ſtated 
worſhip of God in your houſe ? And doth 
not the neglect of it, threaten the decay and 
loſs of ferious piety ? and lead them to lye 
as without God in the world ? 
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ExAMPLE hath a great influence upon 
children and ſervants. If therefore we ſet 
them a pattern of a regular conſcientious 
acknowledgment of God, by daily joining 
with them in feriouſly performing the duties 
of prayer and praiſe to him, will not this 
naturally infpire them with the fame pious 
ſentiments, which we ourſelves expreſs ? 
Give them that governing awe and venera- 
tion for him, which we diſcover ? and lead 
them herein to follow our example? And 
is there not great danger on the other hand, 
leaſt by a ſtated negle&, or a very rare and 
careleſs performance of this duty, they 
ſhould be led to an habitual forgetfulneſs 
of God? And if they ſee us live as without 


him, ſhould by degrees banith him from 


their thoughts ? 


Nor are the advantages of this practice, 
an inconſiderable argument to recommend 
at. Do we not by night and by day, de- 
pend upon the divine proteCtion and guid- 
ance? Can our deſigns ſucceed without 
him? Are not © our domeſtic peace and 
bleflings owing to his indulgent ſmiles ? 

| Are 


| their concerns, to the all-wiſe direction and if! 
| tavour of our heavely father ? i 
So | 
: Nox doth any thing contribute more to th 
t promote religion in the heart and lite, or 'N 
Rl to eſtabliſh an habitual fear of God 1n 3 
? the ſoul, than ſuch a daily ſerious converte YF 
F with him in our families. Nor any thing l 


"7 

b: 
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Are not our children his gift, and an he- w 
ritage from the Lord? Cannot he {e- "al 
cretly blaſt our beſt comforts; and while * 
. 1:9 

we are ſurrounded with them, hinder our bo 
. ia 
enjoyment of them ? And can we expect 1M 
k "kf 
his regards, or that the candle of the Lord '4 
ſhould ſhine upon our tabernacle, if we +4 
are too careleſs, or too proud, to acknow- "gy 


ledge him there? Is it not as much our 
privilege as our duty, to pay our daily 
homage and worſhip to him? And is it 
not a ſource of the truelt fatisfafiion, amid{t 


the uncertainties and changes of life, and 


our ignorance of what a day or a night 
may bring forth, that we have not been 
wanting to do honour to God in our fa- 
milies, and to recommend our own and 


conduce fo dire&ly to relative and dome- 
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ſtic comfort and happineſs, as well as per- 
ſonal, as this principle deeply ſettled, and 
preſerved in its life and vigour. 'Fhis is the 
ſtrongeſt ſecurity againſt the force of every 
temptation. It is the moſt powerful en- 
 gagement to fidelity and diligence. It di- 
realy promotes peace and harmony. And 

unitcs a family one to another in the moſt 
| agreeable and laſting bond. Religion has 
the moſt favourable aſpe&t upon domeſtic 
ſatety, order, and comfort. And he that 
by the regular worſhip of God in his houſe, 
endeavours to promote religion there, takes 
the moſt promiſing method to make him- 
ſelf, his children, his ſervants, ſuch as one 
would with a family to be, beloved of God, 


elteemed of men; and faithful, uſeful, 
and kind one to another. 


THazss are the reaſons, upon which this 
important part of the religious government of 
a family, 1s founded : and by which I would 

recommend 1t to you. And though ia- 
_ cred ſcripture has given no direct injunc- 
tions upon this head, yet it has given us 
many uſeful hints, and encouragements. 


And 
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And indeed the obvious importance, rea- 
ſonableneſs, honour and utility of it, thould 
ſeem to ſuperlede the neceſlity' of an ex- 
preſs command. 


IT is therefore to be lamented, that this 
duty, (for fo I muit call it) ſhould be fo 
much neglected : and eſpecially by any, 
who have a regard to rcligioa and virtue : 
and are deſirous, that their children and 
houſhold after them, ſhould . keep the way 
of the Lord. It they are convinced by 
what has been now offered, or by their 
own refle&tions, that it 1s a reaſonable and 
important duty, I hope, I intreat, yea I 
conjure them in the name of God, that 
they will ſuffer no difficulties, which a pious 


diſcretion, and a holy refolution, can remove, 


to hinder their immediately engaging 1n 1t. 


I MusT not omit to mention ; that it will 
be the care of every wiſe and religious head 
of a family, that the Lord's-day be not 
profaned: that ſacred time be properly 
employed : and there be no unneceflary 
hindrance to, or avocation from the public 
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or private duties of it. And above all 
things he will take care, that his own tem- 
per and conduct correſpond with his pro- 
fefſion. And that he ſet fuch an exam- 


ple, as is fit for his children and ſervants 
to follow. 


Ix theſe things conſiſts the duty of every 
_ wiſe, and religious head of a family : of 
every one who would acquire this honour- 
able teſtimony, For I know him that he will 
command his children and his houſhold after 
him, that they keep the way of the Lord, to 
do juſtice and judgment. 


AND to engage you hereto, you will 
pleaſe ſeriouſly to conſider the following 
things. The honour of God, and the in- 
| tereſt of our Lord and Maſter in the world, 
are nearly concerned in it. The happy 
effects of religion to families themſelves, is 
a great recommendation of it. It promiſes 
| the beſt ſucceſs for forming our children, 

to piety, uſefulneſs, and comfort here ; and 
_ for everlaſting happineſs hereafter. Tt will 
yield us the greateſt pleaſure in the per- 


formance 
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formance ; the greateſt ſatisfaQion upon a re- 
view. And, finally, it will be for our honour 
in the great day, when we come to give an ac- 
count of this important truſt committed to us. 


BuT let me before I cloſe, addreſs my- 
ſelf to the younger part of my hearers ; 
whoſe - happineſs, I have much at heart; 
and whoſe immediate benefit, 1s the deſign 
of this day's ſervice. It is very much for 


your ſakes, my friends, that I have choſe 
to diſcourſe on this ſubject. 


Ir I am ſpeaking to any, who have been 
in this reſpect ſadly negleted, through the 
irreligion and cruelty of their parents ; or 
whoſe lot is caſt in families, where ſcarce 
the profeſſion of religion is kept up, or the 
worſhip of God is ſhamefully diſuſed, I 
would heartily lament their unhappinels. 
\ But at the fame time I would call upon 
them, not to take cruel revenge upon them- 
ſelves, becauſe others cruelly neglect them. 
This, however it may be your unhappi- 
neſs, yet will not be wholly your ex- 
cuſe : nor ſave you from the ſad eftects of 

a 
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a ſinful, impenitent courſe. Remember, 
you have immortal ſouls ; and an eternity 
before you. And though you have not 
all the advantages that it were to be 
wiſhed you had, yet endeavour to make 
the moſt of thoſe you have. Be thankful 
to Providence for the word of God : for 
public inſtructions : for the Lord's-day : and 
for friends raiſed up, to ſupply in ſome mea- 
ſure, thoſe lamentable defects. And ſhow 
that you regard your own everlaſting hap- 
pineſs, though others, to whom it ought to 
be dear, take fo little concern about it. 
Oh what an honour, what a glorious thing 
would it be, and how unſpeakably happy, 
to ſurmount all theſe difficulties and difad- 
_ vantages ! And, through the grace of God, 
to attain to the character of good chriſtians 
now ; and to win heaven at laſt ! It is not 
1mpoſſibie. God is with you. You have 
- your bible, and other good books. Read 
them carefully. You have the Lord's-day. 
Do not profane it. Attend the prayers and 
inſtructions of the houſe of God. And tor 
your encouragement remember, that there 
have been inſtances of thoſe, who have 

feared 
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feared the Lord from their youth, whilſt 
others about them have neglected him. Oh 
may each of you endeavour, to make one 
of that happy number ! 


To thoſe who have wiſe and pious pa- 
rents, and the advantage of being trained 
up in famulies, where religious government 
has been maintained, I vrould addreſs my- 
ſelf in a few words. 


GREAT 1s your happineſs : and I fincere- 
ly congratulate you upon it. Very thank- 
ful you ought to be for it : and very careful 
to improve it. While others are cruelly 
neglected, or have no other care taken of 
them, than to indulge to ſenſual pleature, 
or to riſe in the world, (poor proviſion for 
an immortal foul !) you are taught ſuch prin- 
ciples, and formed to ſuch habits.” a3 ſhall 


make the great God your friend ; lay a 


toundation for your uſciulnes and comfort 
here, and for your happineis when this 
world ſhall be no more. 


WHarT 
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War then i is your wiſdom and duty ? 
| God and man expe&t much from you, 
Upon you the intereſts of religion greatly 
depend. And great are your obligations to a 
life of piety, virtue, and uſefulneſs. Be it your 
earneſt care to anſwer theſe expeCtations : 
to fulfill theſe engagements : and to main- 
tain the dignity and importance of the re- 
ligious and chriſtian character. For you 
to turn wicked and profligate, requires 
many a hard and painful ſtruggle with 
principle, and conſcience, and good im- 
preſſions : and will be attended with ag- 
cravated guilt. Improve then the invalua- 
ble prize, which God has put into your 
hands. Let your parent's God be your 
God. Chearfully yield yourſelves to his 
ſervice and diſpolal. And reſolve that 
whatever others do, you will ſerve the Lord. 
Thus will you beſt reward your parents 
pious care : beſt promote their comfort and 
joy : and moſt effectually ſecure your own 
everlaſting honour and happineſs. 


 BuT ſhould it be otherwiſe : ſhould you 
force your way through principle and edu- 
Cation, 
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cation, through intreaties, cautions, admo- 
nitions, encouragements, prayers, and an 
engaging example, confider, I beſeech 
you, what will be the conſequence! To 
your parents, it will be ſad diſappointment; 
bitter grief and anguiſh of ſoul ; perhaps 
an heart bowed down and broken . with 
diſtreſs! Or if theſe things do not move 
you, and you can ſee, without relenting, a 
careful father or a tender mother, oppreſſed 
with {orrow, and carrying the wounds you 


have given them to their graves, yet remem- 


ber, that to yourſelves the conſequence will 
be ſtill worſe. Yes: unſpeakably worſe ! 
They are free from your blood. It will all 
be required at your own hands. And your 
abuſed advantages inflame the laſt account, 
and accumulate your guilt and miſery. 


On fad reverſe of what might be your 
caſe in that ſolemn day! of what will be 
the caſe of all thoſe, who improve the pri- 
vileges which God has bleſſed them with ! A 
delightful ſcene here opens! The view of 
which gives me the higheſt pleaſure ! When 

parents and children ſhall meet again : bleſs 
God 
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God for each other : unite their joys with « 
mutual increaſe : and ſhare a glory and fe- 
licity, large as they can with for themſelves, 
and one another, and laſting as eternity, 
Oh animating proſpe&t ! Who can but feel 
its plealing influence ? 


UnDEeR the view of that ſolemn time, 
let me once more turn myſelf to you that 
are heads and parents of families, to in- 
force what hath been faid. 


Gop has committed to you a very im- 
portant truſt. For the diſcharge of it you 
are accountable to him. It is a truſt urged 
upon you by the moſt folemn and tender 
engagements. Upon your fidelity to which 
depends in ſome meaſure, the eternal ſtate 
of thoſe, who of all others in the world 
ought to be moſt dear to you. Let me 
therefore, by the obligations of religion, by 
the ties of natural affection, by our expeta- 
tions of the laſt account, urge it upon my- 
{c]lf and you, to be faithful herein, What 
' a dreadfu] ſcene will that great day open, it 
_ a Charge of unfaithfulneſs in this reſpect, 

2ns ſhould 
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ſhould then be brought againſt us! And 
our children have cauſe to upbraid us with 
their eternal ruin ! 


BuT think of the honour of having 
trained immortal ſouls, for the approbation 
of their judge, and to the joys of eternity ! 
What glory will it be to us in that ſolemn 
day, to have been faithful and ſucceſsful, 


in forming minds committed to our truſt, 


for the reſemblance, love, and everlaſting 
enjoyment of God ! What an addition will 
it be to the triamph and joy of that day, to 
have ours, by our means, ſhare them with 
us? And when called upon by the judge, 
to be able to ſtand forth, and ſay with an 
humble confidence, Lord, here are we, and 
the ſouls whom thou haſt given us ! 
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GENESIS xvii. 19. 
For I know him, that be will command his 


children and his houſehold after him; and 
they ſhall keep the way of the Lord. 
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EZE H E religious government of a 
; 5 family, 1s the ſubje& about which 
= we are treating. In diſcourſing 

upon which, 1t has been propo- 
ſed to ſhow, wherein the duty itſelf con- 


liſts. 


AnD to ofter ſome arguments and mo- 
tives to recommend and inforce it. 


As the ſubject is in every view of great 
importance, I ſhall take the liberty, to pur- 


ſue it a little further, with an honeſt free- 
Ws dom 
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"dom and plainneſs. And I hope for your 
attention to it with ſeriouſneſs and candour, 


IT was obſerved, That one part of every 
head of a family 1s, to keep up the ſtated 
and regular worſhip of God in his houſe. 


Tre reaſonableneſs of this in general, 
_ and particularly of doing it morning and 
_ evening: its happy tendency, if prudently 
and decently performed : the pleaſure and 
utility of it : and the miſchief of negleQing 
' It, have been repreſented to you. And 
though, as has been obſerved, there ſhould 
be no expreſs injunCtion of this duty in the 
word of God, yet it is ſufficiently implied 
In thoſe diretions, to pray every where : to 
continue inſtant in prayer: to pray always: 
in every thing by prayer and ſupplication 
with thankſgiving to make our requeſts 
known to God, and ſuch like *#. St. Peter 
exhorting chriſtian husbands and waves, to 
behave to each other as being heirs together 
of the grace of life, recommends it by this 
motive, that their prayers be not hindered Þ : 
: that 
*.1 Tim; it. $3 Thelf, ve 17. Rom. xii. 12« 
Phillip. iv. G6. - + 1 Peter ill. 7. 


et ©0e 


that is, that they be not unfitted for the 
joint diſcharge of this duty : nor its ſucceſs 
and efficacy prevented. A chriſtian family 
is deſcribed as the church, or a religious 
ſociety, 1n an houſe *. And what, I pray 
you, is a Church, without the worſhip of 
God ? Surcly theſe things, without an ex- 
preſs command, are ſufficient to recommend 
a duty, the reaſonableneſs, pleaſure, ho- 
nour and advantage of which is ſo evident. 
And to make the want of this a plea for 
negleAing it, betrays a mind and heart too 
little affected with religious obligations and 
intereſts. 2 


Trovcn I have hitherto only mention- 


_ ed family prayer, yet I would not be thought 


to diſcourage the reading of the word of 
God. Very far from this, is my deſign. 
This I would alfo recommend, as oft as it 


can be properly and prudently done. It 1s 


upon many accounts extremely uſeful. 


And is what no one, who has a juſt value for 
this facred treaſure, or a becoming concern 
for the ſalvation of his family, will entire- 

C 2 ly 


* Rom. xvi. 5. Col, iv. 15. Philemon 2. 
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ly omit : though he ſhould not conſider it 
ſo eſſential to his conſtant family worſhip, 
as prayer to God. But then I would add, 
that there are ſome parts of the ſacred book 
more calculated to family inſtruction and 
worſhip than others : the ſeleting of which 
mult be left to the prudence and care of 
the religious head of a family. 


BuT notwithſtanding all that has been ſaid 
of the obligation, propriety, and happy ten- 
dency, of the ſtated regular worſhip of 
God in a family, yet it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, and is to. be lamented, that this 
oreat and important part of the religious 
rovernment of a family, is too much neg- 
lected. Negleted, not only by thoſe who 
have no concern about religion ; but alfo, 
I fear, by ſome who profeſs a regard to it; 
and I hope are in good earneſt about it; 
and defirous that their children and houſe- 
hold after them, ſhould keep the way ot 
the Lord. 


| As to, the former of theſe, I but little 
expect to make any great or good impret- 
f10n 
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ſon upon them, by any thing that hath 
been, or may be. yet further offered. Thoſe 


that think religion of ſo ſmall conſequence 
to themſelyes, or to their families, that the 


time ſpent about it is thrown away : thoſe 


who imagine, that all they have to do 
for their children, 1s to take care of their 
bodies, to get them fortunes, or to teach. 


them how to make their way, or to riſe in 
the world ; or that all their concern with 
their ſervants and domeſtics, 1s to ſee that 
they mind their buſineſs: thoſe who object 
to. whatever breaks in upon their evening 
amuſements and ſenſual entertainments, and 
think the time ſpent in theſe will turn to 
better account than religion and ſalvation : 
thoſe with whom the provideace and favour 
of almighty God, and the care of immor- 
tal ſouls, are things out of the queſtion ; and 
who think that they have nothing to do with 
his bleſſing now, or his acceptance at laſt : 
ſuch as theſe, (and God knows too many 
ſuch there are) it may be in vain to ſpeak 
to, or write for. They, I ſuppoſe, will de- 
ipiſe and reje& what I am ſaying, as over- 


much preciſenefs, and needlefs formality. 
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38 The Reaſonableneſs and Importance 


BuT the others whom I mentioned : 
thoſe who have a regard to religion ; a ſenſe 
_ of providence ; who are convinced of the 
| happy tendency of true piety, of the neceſ- 
ſity, as well as value, of the divine bleſ- 
| fing and favour; and who are inde-d defi- 
rous that their children and houtſhoid after 
them ſhould keep the way of the Lord: 
theſe I would, in the fpirit of chriſtian 
friendſhip and love, beg ſeriouſly to confi- 
der, upon what footing the practice which 
T am now recommending ſtands : and what 
they can fay, to juſtify to God, or to them- 
ſelves, their negle&t of it. Recapitulate 
with me, my brethren, what has been al- 
ready offered. And give me your ſerious 
attention, while I endeavour to obviate any 
difficulties which may lie in the way to 
your diſcharge of this duty, | 


FirsT then. Aſk yourſelves; aſk your 
conſciences before God. Is not this a rea- 
ſonable ſervice? Is it not uſeful? Is not its 
tendency apparently beneficial ? Is not the 
_ diſuſe of it as evidently hurtful to the inte- 
reſts of piety and virtue ? Whether you con- 
ſider 
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| fider the important intereſts which religion 
propoſes : or . your dependance upon the 
providence of God for domeſtic, as well as 
for perſonal ſafety and happineſs : or your ob- 
ligations to the ſame divine providence for 
every relative and focial comfort and en- 
joyment. Or if you change the view ; and 
conſider the dire and manifeſt tendency of 
religious principles and motives, ' to ſecure 
Bey promote mutual peace, love, and har- 
mony, fidelity, and diligence, and every 
good difpoſition and affeftion, which con- 
tributes to render a family agreeable and 
happy. Or if you conſider a family, as 
forming a diſtin&t ſociety within itſelf, un-' 
der the care of the heads thereof; and to 
be modelled and managed by their pious 
and prudent authority and example. Or if, 
once more, you extend the view, and con- 
fider families, as ſeminaries for the church, 
and for the world, and for heaven too, 
In which ſoever of thele views you conſider 
the matter, the reaſonableneſs and impor- 
tance of this duty is very obvious. And 
ſurely then, when all theſe conſiderations 
| C4 unite, 
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unite,- it will be ſufficient. to conyince your 
jndgment, and to determine your praCtice. 


UxDper theſe ſentiments, let then each 
one of us, my brethren, make a ſerious 
and faithful appeal to his own conſcience. 
Is not my being placed by providence at 
the head of a family, an important truſt 
committed to me? Do not fidelity, and 
love, and all the ſacred engagements of re- 
ligion, juſtice, and charity, oblige me to 
take the beſt care, and to promote to my 
utmoſt, the happineſs of thoſe who are 
intruſted to me? Is not the promoting re- 
ligion, whoſe intereſts are in every view the 
molt momentous, an eſſential part of this 
my care and duty? And is not the regular 
ſerious worſhip of God in my houſe, ma- 
niteſtly adapted to promote it ? Is not piety 
and the fear of God, the beſt ſecurity 
againſt, the moſt powerful curb to thoſe 
unruly paſſions and irregular practices, 
which break or diſturb family peace and 
comfort? Is it not the ſtrongeſt motive to 
thoſe virtues and duties, which promote the 


one 


iv, . of. Family Prayer. «+ - 44. 
one-common intereſt, and advance the har. 
mony. and happineſs of a houſe? Is it not. 


then my intereſt, as well. as my duty, to 
uſe all proper means to eitablith its influ- 


ence and power in my family ? Is not my . 
example likely to have a very conſiderable. 


effect upon thoſe, whoſe eyes are direfted 
towards me, and who have their depen- 
dance upon me? And ſhall I not then -do 
honour to God before my houſe, by calling 


upon them tO Join with me in paying OUr - 
daily homage to him ? Is it upon the bleſ-- 
ſing of the: Almighty, and his all ſurround- 


ing providence, that I and mine are-depen- 


dent, and to this that we are indebted, for- 


every domeſtic and relative, as well as per- 
ſonal bleſſing ? For protection and guidance 
by night and by day? And amidſt the va- 
rious turns and changes of lite? Is it not 
taen reaſonable to ofter before, and with 
my family, our ſtated joint acknowledge- 
ments to him ? And to recommend ourſelves 
and our common concerns to his ſuperin- 
tendence ? Or is there any common lervice, 
in which a family can join, which can af- 
ford equal ſatisfaction and pleaſure, as thus 


to. 
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42 The Reaſonableneſs and Importance 


to unite in ſupplication and thankſgiving 
to the great Lord and father of all? To 
ſam up all, do not duty, gratitude, intereſt 
| here powerfully combine, to inforce and 
recommend a practice, which is in itſelf a 
reaſonable acknowledgment due to the 
great God ; and which has an apparent ten- 
dency to promote the moſt valuable and de- 
fireable ends? Forgive me, my chriſtian 
brethren, that I uſe this plainnets of ſpeech: : 
and endeavour to place this fubje&t in dit- 
ferent points of view. It is becauſe I am 
convinced of the importance and propriety | 
of what I am recommending : and becauſe 
I am perſuaded, that the honour -of God, 
the intereſts of religion, and the comfort 
and happineſs of chriſtian families, and the 
everlaſting happineſs of individuals, very 
much depend upon it. 


LrT theſe ehigs 1 be ſeriouſly and im- 
partially conſidered. And then let us pro- 
coed 


SECONDLY. To enquire into and ob- 
viate the difficulties and objections, which 
lie 


ke in the way to our immediate engage- 


ment in the practice of this duty, 


| Ap ſurely, after what has been faid, 


you cannot urge that it is needleſs and ſfu- 


perfiuous : fince it appears to be in itſelf, fo 
reaſonable and fit; ſo important ; ſo agree- 
able : and 11 its genuine tendency, ſo high- 
ly beneficial and uſeful, 


Is it then, that it is burthenſome and 
irkſome, that it is ſo much neglected ? No 
more can this be fairly objected, than the 
former, IF it be made an objection, it is 
either for want of a juſt ſenſe of, and re- 
liſh for, piety and religion ; or through the 
 mprudence and indiſcretion . of thoſe who 
conduct this ſervice. But is it fo in itſelf? 
Think ſeriouſly, my brethren. Is there any 
thing grievous, or. to be complained of as a 
- burthen, in uniting our humble adorations, 
our thankful acknowledgments, our affec- 
tionate prayers for ourſelves and each other, 
before the great and univerſal parent, the 
God of the families that call upon his 
name ? Is there any thing tedious and irk- 

ſome, 
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44 The Reaſonableneſs and Importance 


fome, in recommending by fervent ſuppli- 
cation, ourſelves, one another, and our 
cloſely conneted interefts to his almighty, 
all-wiſe, and'gracious protection, guidance, 
and favour? And in fo doing to- impreſs our 
own minds, and thoſe that belong to us, 
with a governing ſenſe of his conſtant in- 
ſpetion ; and of our dependence upon him, 
our duty and obligations to him ? Any thing 
grievous and burthenſome, did I aſk ? Yea 
is it not an honour, a privilege ? And, if 
diſcharged in the manner that it ſhould be, 
attended with ſatisfaction and pleaſure in 
the performance : and producing the moſt 


defireable effedts. 


WILL it be objected againſt this practice, 
that it is by ſome made' a matter of form 
or cuſtom ? While by others it is enjoined 
as a mere taſk ? and what ſo 1 it be done, no 


matter how i ? 


THis may be, I am afraid 1s, too true, 
in ſome inſtances. And far am I from en- 
couraging or pleading for this {laviſh or tor- 


mal performance of it. But what then ! 
OY If 


of Family Prayer. as 
If it be abuſed, or too great ſtreſs be laid 


upon the thing done, or it be performed. 
by any at unfit times, doth it from thence. 
follow, that the thing itſelf is wrong ? or. 
anſwers no good purpoſe ? or may be wholly 


diſuſed ? To argue againſt a thing, merely 
from the abuſe of it, would, in other caſes, 
be allowed to be very falie reaſoning. For 


| what good thing in all the world, is not 
liable to be abuſed and perverted ? Even 
prayer in general, and the public worſhip 


of God, may have degenerated into a form 
of -godlineſfs: and be placed in the room 
of the ſubſtantial virtues of a good life. 
This is a horrid perverſion of them. But 
{hall they for that reaſon be laid afide? No 
man ſurely will fay ſo. Obvious it is, and 
no leſs reaſonable, that we ſhould here 
diſtinguiſh. And if the practice which we 


are recommending be fo fit, important, 


and uſeful as it has been repreſented, it can 


be no juſt excuſe, much leſs a ſufficient juſ- 
tiication, of our living in the neglect of it, 


that it has been by ſome abuſed and per- 


yerted. 
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46. The Reaſonableneſs and Importance 
Hee then let me inſert a caution to 

thoſe, who dare not live in the negle& of 
family worſhip. Take care of the manner 
in which it be performed : that it be done 
with ſeriouſneſs, gravity, and decency, be- 
coming the nature of the ſervice. Pru- 
dently avoid every thing diſguſtful, and te- 
dious. Chuſe the fitteſt time for the per- 
formance of it : and do not uſually poſtpone 
it, till you and your family are fitter to 
fleep than to pray. And never let it be 
performed barely as a thing to be done, 
though no matter how, For want of at- 
tending to theſe things, the very deſign of 
the duty hath been defeated. And inſtead 
of promoting its genuine and truly valuable 
purpoſes, the quite contrary effects have 
been produced: and an indifference, per- 


haps an averſion to religion, has been con- 
tracted. 


IT may be further objected, where are 
thoſe happy effe&ts from the performance 
of this duty, which you ſpeak of ? Amongſt 
ſome of thoſe, who ſet up for great ſtrict- 
neſs in this matter, do you find them the | 

better 
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better for it? Are they not in their general 
character and condu&@ alike, and ſome of 
| them, it may be, worſe than others who 
make no account of it? Deep prejudices 
are hereby taken up, not only againſt the 
duty which I am now recommending, but 
againſt religion in general. 


GRIEveED I am that there is ſo much 
room for this objeion : ſo much colour for 
this pretence. It muſt give pain to every 
one, who hath the intereſts of piety at 
heart. Nor can we, my brethren, more 
convincingly obviate and remove it, than by 
a holy and chriſtian temper and conduct, in 
every CharaCter and relation of life. Be this 
then, I earneſtly exhort you, our care. For 
otherwiſe our ſhame and guilt is the greater: 
not only as we convict ourſelves of inconſt- 
ſtency before God and our own conſciences ; 
but alſo as we wound religion, and prejudice 
others againſt it, and its Iervices. 


BuT after all, there is no reaſonable 
weight in this objeQtion : nor any thing that 
will Juſtify Or FADoEs us 1n a neglect of this 

duty. 
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48 TheR eaſonableneſs and Importance 
duty. For the queſtion fairly ſtated is, not 
what effe& it doth actually produce, but 
what it is evidently calculated to produce. 
Now this matter I may venture to reſt, up- 
on an appeal to every thinking ſerious mind, 
whether the regular, ferious, and conſcien- 
tious worſhip of God in a family, is not cal- 
culated, to promote an habitual reverence 
of him in the heart? to check the force of 
temptations? to curb the violence of paſ- 
fions? and to engage to all the duties of 
| perſonal, relative, and ſocial life ? Or if, on 
the contrary, the negle&t hereof, is not like- 
ly to weaken a ſenſe of God in the heart 
and life? and gradually to efface the ftrong- 
eſt principle and ſecurity of duty and vir- 


tue? In other words : whether piety and 


virtue, with all their fair and amiable fruits, 
are not more likely to flouriſh in that houſe, 
where their ſeeds and principles are cheriſhed 


andcultivated by daily prayer, and the worſhip | 


of God is ſtatedly and reverently kept up ? 
than where no ſuch care is taken ; and the 
name of God 1s ſcarce ever invoked, except 
In profanenefs, levity, or paſlion ? 


FELL 
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| WizL it be urged by any as an exemp- 
tion from this duty, that they want time for 
it? And that an attention to the neceflary 
concerns of life, doth not admit : of their 
performing it ? Rather Jet them ſpeak the 


truth : and fay, that they want an excuſe 
for neglecting it ; and have but little incli- 


nation to engage in it. 


D1D indeed the praftice which I am re- 
commending, require any great length of 
time; upon none, not the moſt preſſing 
occafion to be diſpenſed with, it might be 


objefted to upon this head : eſpecially in 


ſome ſituations of life. But here prudence, 
with piety, is to guide. And this duty 1s 
to be performed, not as an impoſed taſk, 
but as a willing ſervice. It ſhould. be re- 
membered, that there is a great difference 
between an occaſional prudential omiſſion, 
and a ſtated diſuſe of it. In' the uſual ſer- 
vices of every day, it is neither neceſlary, 
nor proper that they” ſhould be very long : 
nor are they upon that account only, more 
acceptable to God, or more conducive to 
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moral and religious purpoſes. - It is not the 
time ſpent in them, but the manner and 
views with which they are performed, that 
gives them their uſe and value. And who 
can fairly ſay, that they are ſo much enga- 


ged, as not to have a few minutes out of 


twenty-four hours to ſpare, for that which 
is ſo reaſonable, and fo evidently conducive 
to domeſtic comfort and happineſs ? Have 
you not times for meals ? Suppoſe then a 
few minutes were added to thoſe times, for 
this ſervice ? Do we not find time for re- 
creation ? And what if a ſmall portion was 
redeemed from this, for what would, I am 
perſuaded, yield us full as much pleaſure, 
and turn to quite as good account? And 
_ perhaps if this matter were to be traced, it 
would be found, that not thoſe who have 
leaſt, but' thoſe who have moſt time, are 
moſt deficient herein : and that it is not for 
want of opportunity, but of diſpoſition. The 
objection therefore ought to have no weight, 
which, if there be a willing mind, prudence 
and diſcretion can ſo eafily remove. 
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_ Warr any plead an incapacity for car- 
rying on this ſervice, in ſuch a manner as 
they could wiſh? Or fay, that they are not 
able to expreſs themſelves in prayer before 
others, with that propriety and fullneſs, 
which the nature and im portance of the duty 
requires? 


I anſwer : This can hardly proceed from 
natural inability : but principally, if not en- 
tirely, from diſuſe ; and therefore cannot be 
admitted as a ſufficient excuſe. Chriſtians 
of mean parts, and low abilities, have been 
able to perform this duty with ſeriouſneſs 
and decency. Shame or modeſty ſhould 
not be allowed, to prevail over the dictates 
of reaſon and conſcience. And indeed, the 
longer we allow ourſelves to negle& this 
duty upon this account, the more difficult 
fill will it grow. And if we for this reaſon 
decline it, what ſhall our children do, when 
they come to be heads of families, after be- 


ing bred up utter ſtrangers to this part of 


their duty ? 
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52 The Reaſonableneſs and Importance 


BuT after all, be our inability what it 
will, or from whatever cauſe it proceed, it 
may be ſupplied by thoſe helps, many of 
which we have at hand. And though 
forms are, I think, in ſome reſpects incon- 
venient, and not to be preferred, yet I am 
ſo far trom abſolutely condemning them, 
that I would recommend them to thoſe, 
who find the need of them; and feel that 
they can pray with the moſt devotion in the 
uſe of them *. But I would at the ſame 
time adviſe, to uſe them as a lame man 
doth his crutches : with a view and de- 


fire, as ſoon as he can, to walk without 


them 4. An objection therefore, that pity, 
reſolution, and prudence can fo eaſily anſwer 
and ſurmount, ought not to be pleaded 
as an excuſe : much leſs will be admitted as 
a juſtification, 


Tur 


* Without any deſign to depreciate others, I would 
particularly recommend ; The Family Prayer-book 
firſt publiſhed in 1743, and alſo ; Forms of devotion 
for the uſe of families, 1758, 


+ Biſhop Wilkins on prayer, p. 8, 9. &c, 8th edit. 
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Tug too general diſuſe of this duty, 
paying no regard to it. 


\ Is it be fo with any to whom I now 
ſpeak, I muſt be ſo free as to tell them, 
that it 1s a very poor one: injurious to con- 
ſcience : and affronting to God. Is the 
practice of others, I beſeech you, a rule 
to your conſcience? Is their negle&t of a 
duty, an excuſe for your negleCting it ? If 
they, through careleſneſs, or a want of 
conviction, omit it, will their omiſſion ju- 
ſtify you for not following the diftates of 
your judgment and conſcience ? Do you owe 
more to the opinion and practice of others, 


than you do to God, and conſcience, and 


your families? But, you would not be 
| thought preciſe and ſingular: or to affect 
more religion, than the reſt of your neigh- 
bours. To obey God and conſcience ought 
not to be called affeCtation or preciſenels. 
And if to do this, and to take care of your 
families, is to be fingular, it is a noble 
lingularity : a diſtinQion, that no man, on 

D 3 his 
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may perhaps be a reaſon with ſome, for 
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his own account, need to bluſh at. Ra- 
ther let the bluſh cover their faces, who by 
their neglect, contribute to this ſingularity, 
But will you, my friends, pay more regard 
to the opinion, to the ſneers, of unthink- | 
ing men, than to the teſtimony of conſci- 
ence, and the approbation of God ? Will 
you throw off the profeſſion of religion, be- 
cauſe you would not be counted hypocrites? 
Will you, for fear of being laught at by 
thoſe who are, in this reſpect, beneath your 
notice, neglect what you are convinced 1s 
reaſonable and important ? or ſubject your- 
ſelves to the reproaches of your own hearts? 
Learn to deſpiſe their ill-placed ridicule. 
And as for that of others, you need not 
tear it. Let but the genuine effects of fa- 
muly religion be ſeen in your tempers and 
Ives, and then all men, whoſe opinion is 
of any worth, will eſteem and reſpect you 
for it. Perhaps too your example may 
have an happy influence upon them: and 
lead them thus to glorify your heavenly fa- 
ther. You will, however, ſecure what is 
worth more, than the Sh of all the 
world; 
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world; I mean the ſmiles and approbation 
of God and conſcience. And what if any 
ſhould after all ſay, it is making too much 
ado, this ſhould be counted a very ſmall 
matter by us, when we know that we are 


acting from conſcience towards God, and a 


regard to our families, 


Oxce more : Perhaps we find a ſhame, re- 
Iuctance, and difficulty, in beginning a pra- 
tice, which we have for a long while lived 
in the diſuſe of : and this weighs more with 
us, than a general conviction of its reaſona- 
bleneſs and utility. | 


BuT think ſeriouſly, my brethren. Should 
it thus preponderate? Will it excuſe or juſ- 
tify us to God, to our own conſciences, or 
to our families, ſtill to neglect what we are 
now perſuaded is right and fit, becauſe we 
have through inattention, or from ſome 
other cauſe, hitherto negleQed it ? What ! 
Is perſeverance in an error or omittion, after 
we are convinced of it, better than retracting 
and amending it! We cannot ſurely think 

D 4 ſo. 
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ſo. The juſt and religious inference is, that 
now we will yield to conviction : make every 
little ſcruple and difficulty give way to it : 

and delay no longer. It is more truly great, 
 henourable, and praiſe-worthy, as well as 
unſpeakably more to our fatisfa&tion and 
comfort, to acknowledge a miſtake, than to 
perſiſt in it. Though there may be ſome 
difficulty in it, ſomething humbling, yet this 
is only at the beginning. And would we 
but uſe authority with ourſelves, and reſo- 
lutely break through our reluQtance, and 
engage regularly in the performance of this 
duty, we ſhould, I am perſuaded, feel that 
ſatisfaction in our own breaſts, as would 
abundantly reward us: and give ſuch an 
inſtance to our families of our regard to 
God, and of our love to them, as would 
procure us their honour and eſteem ; and 


might have a very happy influence upon 
their temper and behaviour, 


HowEvrR, as too many find a difficulty 
to their engaging in family religion, from 


their having too long already neglected it, I 


would 
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would from hence take occaſion, earneſtly 


to exhort thoſe to whom it is applicable, 
that at their firſt entrance into family con- 


nections, they would begin with ſetting up 


the ſtated worſhip of God: and make this 
a part of their original plan, for the go- 
vernment of their houſe. And if, for want 
of it in thoſe families where they have been 
educated; or from modeſty, or from any 
other cauſe, they feel, or think they feel, an 


inſufficiency for it, let them be adviſed thank- 


fully to uſe the helps they have at hand: 
till, by God's grace, and their own piety, 
ſeriouſneſs, and care, they may be able, 
more agreeably and pertinently, to accom- 
modate their family devotions, to the inci- 
dental circumſtances and occalions which 
may ariſe ; and which the beſt compoſed 
forms cannot provide for. But by no means, 
let this duty be neglefted. And whether 
we pray by forms, or without them, let it 
be done with ſeriouſncls, reverence, and de- 
cency. Let prudence ſettle the moſt con- 
venient time : and the ſervice be lengthened 
or contraGted, as occaſions require, or ne- 

ceſlary 
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ceflary affairs will admit. Let it be made 
as agreeable and pleaſant as poſſible. For 
ſo ſhould every thing in religion be : eſpe- 
cially to young perſons and children : who 
ſhould never be drove to duty : nor forced to 
prayers, when nature calls them to reſt : but 
be taught to account joining therein, as their 
honour and privilege ; and their being kept 
from it, when otherwiſe they might attend, 
as a puniſhment, or mark of diſgrace for 
 fome crime committed. 


. On could I fee the revival of this, it is 
faid, too much negle&ted and antiquated, 
but important, part of family government! 
And thus placed upon a right footing ! Then 
would families be, what they ought to be, 
and what the God of nature and providence 
deſigned they ſhould be, nurſeries for the 
church, and for heaven, Where tender 
Plants would be formed, for the garden of 
God below: and for his paradiſe above. 
Then might we hope to ſee piety and vir- 
| Tue, yet again revive: and from thoſe leſſer, 


ſpreading their agreeable and beneficial et- 
fects 
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fects through larger communities : and 


adorning and blefling the church and _ 
world. 


Haeey the family, where religion be- 
veins, . conducts, and finiſhes, the work, 
the labour, the enjoyments of every day ! 
And every breaſt is under its genuine 
generous influences ! Chearful they may go 
through the toils, difficulties, and hazards 
of the day ; for Providence guides them ! 
Safely and peaceably they may meet the 
darkneſs and unſeen dangers of the night ; 
for the Almighty roietls them ! Pleaſantly 
they may enjoy the comforts of life ; for 
God accepts them ! Calmly they may ac- 
quieſce in afflictions and diſappointments ; 
for infinite wiſdom and love preſcribe theſe 
to them ! Bleſſed are they in their going 
out, and in their coming in : in their lying 
down, and rifing up : in their baſket and 
ſtore! Yea blefſed in their ſmalleſt pit- 
tance, as well as in the greateſt abundance : 
in their ſorrows and loſſes, as well as en- 
Joyments and pains! Bleſſed indeed they 

are ! 


60 The Reafonableneſs and Importance 


are | | For the Lord of heaven and of earth 
blefleth them ! | 


 AnpD wouldit thou, my fiend, with to 
be thus bleſſed in thyſelf, as well as to be 
a blefling to all around thee ? Wouldſt thou 
form others alſo, to be thus bleflings, and 
thus bleſſed ? Wouldfſt thou convey this ho- 
nour and privilege, to thy children's chil- 
dren, as well as to themſelves ? Carefully 
cultivate religion in thyſelf and them : and 
neglect not that, which we have been re- 
commending ; and which is fo promiſing 
and efficacious a means, in order hereto. 
Endeavour above all things, to ſecure the 
preſence of almighty God with thyſelf, and 
them. And then thou and thine ſhall be 


certainly bleſſed. 


BuT can we expect the bleſſing of God 
upon our families, if we do not ſeek or ac- 
| knowledge him in them? Or can we ex- | 
pect that they ſhould pay any regard to re- 
\ ligion, if we negle& that, which hath to 


dire&t a tendency to promote it ? When a 
family 
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family is ſuffered to go on from day to day, 
without any joint acknowledgements of 
God, how great is the danger of their con- 
tracting an inſenſibility of him ? A diſre- 
ard to his providence? A neglect of his 
laws ? Careleſs and indifferent about, either 
pleaſing, or oftending him ? And if the de- 
pendent branches of a family, children eſ- 
pecially, ſee no inſtance or example of an 
avowed regard to, and acknowledgement of 
| God and Providence, how natural, how 
eaſy, is it for them, to ſink into an habitual 
practical diſregard to him, in their tempers, 
words, and ations ? The beſt way to teach 
our children to pray, and to engage them 
to it, is to pray with them. Hereby they 
are gradually and imperceptibly formed for 
the performance of this duty : as well as, 
by our example, are led on to the practice 
of it. And hereby they contract ſuch ha- 
bits, as will enable them, with eaſe and 
pleaſure, to perform this important ſervice, 
when time and Providence ſhall give them 
families of their own. And thus ſhall we 
do our part, to tranſmit religion in our 
houſes, from generation to generation. 
THuUs 
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Trvs have I diſcharged my duty : faith- 
fully repreſented to, and urged upon you 
this part of family order and government : 
and endeavoured to obviate and retnove the 
difficulties and objections, that may have 
hindered the performance of it. 


_ WrarT now remains is, that you ſerious- 
ly lay theſe things to heart. Andif you are 
convinced of the reaſonableneſs, importance, 
and advantage of this duty, that you forth- 
with engage in it. And admit nothing as 
an excuſe, which will not juſtify you to God, 
and your own conſciences. Nor be deter- 
red from it, by any real or imagined dith- 


_ culties or diſcouragements, which piety, pru- 


dence, and reſolution can obviate or remove, 


For the preſent, I ſhall only ſubjoin my 
hearty prayer, that God will pleaſe to bleſs, 
what has been ſincerely intended for his 
glory, and your good. 'That he will increaſe 
the number of pious and praying families. 
That he will plentifully ſhower down, the 
bleſſings of his providence and grace upon all 

edt ſuch, 
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ſuch. That you, my brethren, may be bleſ- 
{ed with his guidance and preſence in all 
your concerns. That your pious endeavours 
may be rewarded, in faithful and diligent 
ſervants : in dutiful and religious children ; 


your pleaſure and delight now ; and your | 


crown of rejoicing in the great day. That 
upon you and your houſes, the God of hea- 
ven may look down : and bear you, each 


one of you, this honourable teſtimony, I 


know him that he will command his chil- 
dren, and his houſhold ; and that after his 
example, and by his pious prudent care, they 
ſhall keep the way of the Lord. Hum there- 
fore, in bleffing will I bleſs. And in him 
ſhall his ſeed be bleſſed. They alfo ſhall be 
the care of my providence. They ſhall be 
the comfort and joy of his advancing years. 
When he ſhall be removed from them, I will 
be their God. And his wiſe, and faithful, 
and pious care, ſhall be rewarded in and with 
them, at the great day, and to all eternity. 


GRANT, moſt gracious father, this bleſſing 
to all theſe thy ſervants, for thy mercies fake 
in Chriſt Jeſus, Amen and Amen. 
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DISCOURSE II. 


GENESIS xviii. 19. 


For I know him, that he will command his 
children and his houſehold after him; and 
they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, 


(® 


T has been propoſed in diſcour- 
FA Dag fing upon theſe words, to confi- 
WW der the religious government of 
a family: wherein it conſiſts : 
and the arguments and motives to inforce it, 
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Many things have been offered under 
the firſt of theſe heads. And that impor- 
tant branch of this duty, which conſiſts of 
the regular, daily worſhip of God in a fa- 
mily, has been particularly conſidered. And 
we have attempted (with what ſucceſs you 
know beſt) to obviate and remove the dif- 
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ficulties - and  objeftions, which may have 
hindered any of us from the performance of 
this ps I now proceed 


FiFTHLY, It ſhould be the care of every 
wiſe and religious head of a family, of every 
one who 1s defirous that his children and 
houſhold after him ſhould keep the way of 
the Lord, that the Lord's-day be not profan- 
ed: that the houſe and worſhip of God be 
attended by thoſe under his care : and that 
they have no unneceſſary hindrance or 
avocation from, the public or private du- 


ties of that holy day. 


In this it muſt be acknowledged and la- 
mented, there 1s too great neglect. And 
from (ſhall I ſay) too high and rigorous no- 
tions of the chriſtian ſabbath, Pn have 
relaxed a great deal too far : and have run 
into the oppoſite, and much worte, extream. 
With too many it is looked upon quite as 
a day of leiſure and relaxation : without 
any regard to the moral and religious de- 
fign of it. Perhaps; not fo much as the 


| ſervices of the day are attended. O: 
a 6 
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if they are, the reſt of the time is ſo ſpent, 
as utterly to prevent any good effects from 
them : yea too oft, ſo as to efface all reli- 
gious ſentiments and impreſſions : and to 
corrupt the mind. What I am faying, is 
not mere declamation. It is too obvious a 
truth to be denied : too ſad a one, not to 
give real concern, Who doth not ſee 
and own, that the great want of principle, 
the great degeneracy of manners which we 
complain of, is owing in ſome meaſure to 
this? Much might be done by heads of fa- 
mulies, to prevent or cure this growing evil. 


Much therefore is, in this reſpe&t incumbent 
upon them. 


Ir they would take care by their exam- 


ple to fanftify the Lord's-day : if they 


would exerciſe a prudent circumſpe&ion 
over their families : if they would promote 
and encourage an attendance upon public 


worſhip : if they would reſtrain thoſe liber- 


ties which are oft taken, and which have _ 


an apparent bad tendency : if they would 


employ ſome part of the evening of that 
day in religious exerciſes with their fami- 
lies; if they would allow them time for, 

E 2 CE and 
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and encourage them in, ſtill more retired 
thought and reflection : if they would take 
ſuch opportunities for religious converſe with 
their children : This I think would have, 
I am ſure it promiſes, a very happy effect. 
Then the religious and moral purpoſes of 
that day might be promoted. It might be 
an happy means of preſerving or reviving 
the fear of God in the heart, and piety and 
virtue in the temper and life. 


SURELY theſe are important ends. All 
who have any ſenſe of religion and a fu- 
ture ſcate, will acknowledge that they are. 
All who have any regard to the honour of 
God, to the intereſts of chriſtianity, who 
have any juſt and religious love to their fa- 
miltes, will be glad to promote theſe ends, 
The fitneſs and propriety of this method 
in order hereto, 1s too obvious to need a 
proof. In all this, there is nothing burthen- 
ſome or unreaſonable. Yea I am perſuaded, 
that ſuch an obſervation of the Lord's-day, 
would not only be productive of the beſt 
effects, but would in itſelf yield the trueſt 
and molt rational fatisfattion and pleaſure. 
£4: Uicrefore I would very earneitly re- 

| com- 
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commend to thoſe, who have any eſteem 
for religion ; and are defirous that their 


children and houſhold after them, ſhould 


keep the way of the Lord. 


THERE 1s one thing more, which I ought 
not {lightly to paſs over : yea which I would 
with all the ſeriouſneſs and earneſtneſs that 
I can, recommend and inforce, And that is ; 


S1xTHLY. That above all things, thoſe 


who are heads of families be careful, to ſet 


a good example to their children and fer- 
vants. 


Tatrs 1s indeed of the laſt importance : 
of ſuch conſequence, that all the reſt, in 
tome meaſure, depend upon it. Nor can 
we expect any great ſucceſs, from our 1n- 
ſtructions, our reſtraints, our prayers, or 
from any thing elſe which we can do to 
promote religion in our families, unleſs they 
come thus recommended and inforced. Any 
great ſucceſs, did I ſay? I might have faid, 
that without this, we undo all ; and mot 
effeually defeat all our other A to 
advance religion and virtue. 
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EXAMPLE has, of all things, the great- 
eſt influence : efpecially with: inferiors and 


dependents : moſt of all with our children. 


There is a ſecret charm attends it. And it 
works, though gradually and imperceptibly, 
yet more powerfully and ſucceſsfully, than 
perhaps we are aware of, What we are 
and do will be more obſerved and regarded 
by our children and ſervants, than what 
we ſay. And to profeſs one thing, and to 
be another, is likely to make very unhappy 
unprefſtions upon their minds: and to 1m- 
plant, and fix in them the deepeſt preju- 
dices againſt religion, V/ith what face 
can we recommend piety and virtue to out 
families, if we diſregard them ourſelves * 
Or with what reaſon can we expect, that 
our prayers and endeavours, ſhould have any 
effect upon them, if they have none upon our- 
ſelves? Or with what authority or influence, 
can we reprove and reſtrain them, if we allow 
ourſelves in the fame, or in as unbecoming 
liberties ; or if we indulge ourſelves, if not 
in the ſame vices and paſſions, yet in others 
equally, or perhaps more baſe and enor- 
mous? Oh with what an ill grace do we 


pray to God in our families, and ſhow no 
regard 
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regard to him 1n our lives? What a ſhock- 
ing impropriety, to appear ſcrupulous about 
the forms of religion, careleſs about the ſub- 
ſtance of it? With what conſcience, or 
how without a reproachful bluſh, can we 
blame or puniſh a fault in a child or a ſer- 
vant, when chargeable with the ſame, or 
with greater, ourſelves? Can they think us 
in earneſt ? Will they not judge, that we a& 
from pride or paſſion, and not out of any 
_ real regard to religion, or love to them ? 
Will they not 1n their after refleftions, (and 
if they ſhould in their words, how could 
we anſwer them?) retort upon us, thou 
that teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not 
thyſelf? Thou that prayefſt to God, doſt 
thou throw off all fear of him ? Thou that 
fayeſt, that I ſhould not lie, or ſteal, or 
take God's name in vain, doſt thou make 
no ſcruple of doing the ſame? or of being 
proud, peeviſh, paſſionate, revengetul, co- 
vetous, intemperate, or the like? What 
then ! Are theſe things crimes in me, and 
not in thyſelf? Or doſt thou expect me to 
amend them, and takeſt no care to do it 


thyſelf? Or canfſt thou blame and pu- 
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niſh_ me, for being only like thyſelf ? Or 
will thy reſentment againſt me for theſe 
things, palliate or atone for them in thy- 
ſelf? Tell me now, which am I to regard 
moſt, or think thee moſt in earneſt about, 
what thou ſaycſt, or what thou doeſt ? Theſe 
reflections are very juſt, in the caje which I 
am now ſuppoſing. And they are very keen 
and poignant. What parent or maſter could 
ſtand ſuch an expoſtulation, from a child, 
or a ſervant? He might take upon him to 
reſent it, as rude, But he could not anſwer 
it, as unjuſt, If it belongs to any of us, 
let us hear the reproaches of conſcience: 
and take care to give no further juſt occa- 
ſion for it. For indeed, it 1s not to be eaſily 
conceived, not only how much good 1s hin- 


dered, but alſo how much harm is done 
hereby, 


Give me leave to repreſent this matter 


to you, in the words of that great and good _ 
man, archbiſhop T:/lotfon. © The evil ex- 
ample of parents, 1s both a temptation and 
** encouragement to children to fin : becauſe 
** 1t is a kind of authority for what they do; 

« and 


\ 
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« and looks like a juſtification of their wick- 
« edneſs. With what reaſon canſt thou ex- 
«« pedt that thy children ſhould follow thy 
* o00d inftruftions, when thou thyſelf giveſt 
them an ill example ? Thou doſt but, as it 
« were, becken to them with thy head, and 
« ſhow them the way to heaven by thy 
« good counſel : but thou takeſt them by. 
i the hand, and leadeſt them in the way 
* to hell, by thy contrary example. When- 
* ever you {wear, or tell a lie, or are paſ- 
©& fonate and furious, or come drunk into 


« your family,” (and the like may be faid 


in a degree of any other criminal indulgence, 
for T hope I ſpeak to none who run theſe 
fad lengths) © you weaken the authority of 
« your commands ; and loſe all reverence 
* and obedience to them, by contradicting 


« your own precepts *.' 


BuT now on the other hand. A good 


example has not only in itſelf a tendency, 


to form the tempers and manners of our fa- 
milies, our children eſpecially, to a fimi- 


larity ; but it alſo places religion in a very 


engaging 


* Tillotſon's ſexm, vol. i. p. 497, 10th edit. fol. 
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engaging light ; and naturally begets an eſ- 
teem, love, and choice of it, in thoſe who 
thus behold it. And further Rl, it gives a 
grace, and a force, a peculiar energy, to 
every wiſe and prudent method for promot- 
ing religion in our families. Where the 
heads of a family, in the engaging language 
of the Apoſtle, walk together © as heirs of 
< the grace of life,” form their own lives 
upon the goſpel plan, and adorn their con- 
verſation with the graces of chriſtianity, 
< their prayers are not hindered :” nothing 
1s done to prevent their efficacy : every thing 
is done that promiſes their ſucceſs #. Where 
the root is ſound and vigorous, the branches, 
which derive their nouriſhment from thence, 
are likely to be ſo too. But where that 1s 
unſound or decayed, theſe will be languid 
and fickly : and their fruit, if any, will be 
mean or bad. Where religion leads, it 1s 
likely to be followed : and where it rules 
and guides the head and heart of a family, 
1t will more probably diftuſe itſelf through 
every part and member, When a ſenſe of 


God, and a regard to the goſpel, meliorates | 
'P the 
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the temper, calms the paſlions, regulates 
the ſpeech, ſoitens the heart ; when it pro- 
motes meeknels, gentleneſs, and compaſſion; 
when it engages to integrity, and conſiſten- 
cy in the general conduct, and exerts and 
produces all its amiable and engaging ef- 
feds, how venerable and lovely doth it ap- 
pear ? How attractive is it felt ? All that ſee 
it, and feel the benign influences of it, admire 
and eſteem it : and from eſteem and admi- 
ration, are inſenſibly, and almoſt irreſiftibly 
led on to chuſe and imitate it. 


Haepy the family, where ſuch are the 
heads of it ! Their prayers not only come 
up before God with acceptance, but reach 
the hearts of thoſe who join in them, with a 
double force. Their example. ſpreads its 
ſweet and enlivening influences : and enga- 
ges all to wiſh and endeavour to be like 
them. Their children ſuck in nouriſhment 
and growth from it, to their piety and vir- 
tue: and form their habits from this enga- 
ging model. . Their ſervants alſo are led to 
love and practice religion, when they ſee it 
thus amiably and beneficially diſplayed. 

With 


; 
I 
x 
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With what peculiar force and advantage, do 
all their inſtructions, prayers, and cautions 
come, when their own lives teſtify to the ſin- 
cerity of them, and explain and urge them ? 
VV/ith what greater chearfulneſs and readi- 
neſs are their reſtraints ſubmitted to, when 
they comply with them themſelves; and 
| they appear to flow from conſitics and 
love? And what peculiar advantage do thoſe 
enjoy for piety, what agreeable engagement 
and incentives for the cultivation and pra- 
ice of it, who have always exhibited be- 
fore them living ſpecimens of its reality, 
worth, and excellency, in thoſe whom they 
are bound to ſerve and honour ; whom they 
are inclined to imitate and reſemble. 


 SiNce then the force of f example, either 
on the one ſide or the other, is fo great and 
prevalent, let us take ſpecial care of ours. 
Let us manage our tempers, guard our 
words, and regulate our whole deportment 
in our houſes, with circumſpeCtion and care: | 
| as thoſe who remember, that our ſervants, 
but eſpecially our children, are very obſer- 
| vant of us; $ take their notions of religion, 
from 
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from what they ſee in us; and very much 
form themſelves, upon the pattern which 
we {et them. If we would have them 
good, let us be good ourſelves. If we would 
have them ſerve the Lord, we muſt reſolve 
to ſerve him ourſelves. If we would com- 
mand them, with authority and ſucceſs, to 
keep the way of the Lord, it muſt be after 
\ us; after our example and pattern. If we 
would have our children go to heaven, let 
us ſhow them the way thither, by walking 
in it ourſelves. The reſolution of David as 
the head of a family, becomes all thoſe 
who ſuſtain that character ; and with his 
words I will cloſe this h2ad, © I will be- 
have myſelf wiſcly in a perfect way : when 
wilt thou come unto me? I will walk 
within my houſe with a perfe&t heart. I 
will ſet no wicked thing before mine eyes. 
A froward heart ſhall depart from me: I 
| will not know a wicked perſon. He that 
worketh deceit, ſhall not dwell within my 


houſe : he that telleth lies ſhall not tarry in 
my Cats Fea 


Tuvs 
* Pſalm ci..2, 3, 4y 7+ 
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*Trvs: have I laid before you, with free- 
dom-and integrity, the ſeveral branches of 
this'great duty. And ſhowed you, what is 
incumbent upon us, as we would haye our 
children and houſhold after us, keep the 
way of the Lord. I am not conſcious of 
having omitted any thing, that I think ma- 
terial : of having inſerted any thing, that ap- 
pears needleſs : or of having laid greater ſtreſs 
upon any thing, than I apprehend it deſerves. 
God is my witneſs, that my governing aim 
is to ſerve you and yours. If any thing that 
has been offered, ſhould call to remem- - 
brance any paſt negle&s, let us endeavour 
to amend them. And each one of us look 


at home: and enquire how our houſes have 
been with God. 


I now proceed : and beg your further ſe- 


rious attention while, 


IL. I lay before you the arguments and 
motives to inforce this duty. 


AxDp- when you conſider theſe, you will 
not wonder at, nor cenſure the plainneſs and 


{eri- 
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{criouſnefs, with which I have endeavoured 
to treat this ſubje&t. For indeed it appears 
to me, to be a matter of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence. And fo, I truſt, it will appear ta 
you, when you attend to the following 
things : which, as under the eye of God, I 
would repreſent to you : and by the help of 
his grace, impreſs upon my own and your 
conſ{ciences. 
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Tre happy effects of religion to fami- | 

les 1s very evident. Such a wiſe and pru- þ 
* dent care promiſes the beſt ſucceſs for the 

forming our children, for piety, comfort and 
uſefulneſs here: and for everlaſting happi- 
neſs hereafter. The honour of God, and 
the intereſts of our Lord and maſter in the 
world, depend a great deal upon the religi- 

_ ous government of families. It is a duty 
that will yield us the trueſt pleaſure in the 
performance ; and the moſt folid comfort 
upon a review. And, laſtly, it will be for 
our honour in the great day, when we come 
to give an account of this great and impor- 
tant truſt committed to us, 


onion, oe bore A 


SOME 
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SoME of theſe have been unavoidably 
hinted at, when treating on a particular 
branch of this duty. But I would now 
ſomething enlarge upon them : and apply 
them to the general ſubject. They are very 
ſerious and weighty conſiderations. © Each 
of them ſingly, carries force in it. Who 
then that thinks or feels at all, can with- 
ſtand their united influence ? They are too 
obvious not to be ſeen, too important not to 
be felt, by every one who will give himſelf 
leave to attend, I fay, 

FixsT. The religious government of a 


family, promiſes the happy effects with re- 
ſpect to the family itſelf. 


For it muſt be acknowledged, that no- 
thing is fo effectual a check upon the pal- 
fions ; nothing ſo powerful a guard againſt 
temptations : nothing fo ſtrong an incite- 
' ment to the duties of every relation ; no- 
thing ſo good a ſecurity againſt fraud, trea- 
chery, lying, extravagance, intemperance, 
and other banes of family peace, profpe- 
rity, and happineſs ; nothing ſo permanent 

and 
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and ſubſtantial a motive to mutual love, fi- 
delity, truth, ſobriety, diligence, and ſuch like : 
nothing, I fay, ſo likely to produce theſe ef- 
feds, ſo evidently conducive to domeſtic or- 
der and comfort, as a principle of picty, 
deeply implanted in the heart and foul ; and 
kept ſtrong and vigorous there. The fear 


of God, and the ſenſe of a future ſtate, will 


determine to a right conduct, though every 
ether conſideration ſhould fail; and every 


circumſtance ſhould concur to tempt to a 
neglect of it. Religion lays hold of conſcience: 


awakens this in the breaſt; and fixes it on 
the fide of duty and virtue, though every 


other tye ſhould be taken off; and the temp- 


tation to neglect it, ſhould be ever ſo urgent 
or favourable. Every wiſe man therefore, 
were there no higher inducement, would in 
Ppoint of prudence and intereſt, be careful 
about the religious government of his fa- 
mily. 


AND beſides this, its being a natural and 
neceſſary means, to engage the bleſſing of 
Almighty God, is a further recommendation 
of it, Need I fay any thing to convince you 
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_ of the importance of this to our ſafety, 
comfort, and happineſs? Is it not in every 
view deſirable ? for protetion, guidance, 
ſafety, and ſucceſs? Doth not a ſenſe of it 
heighten our enjoyments ? Give firmneſs to 
the mind amidf{t the inſtability and fluctua- 
_ tion of human affairs ? Adminiſter the beſt 
cordials under every affliction and difap- 
pointment ? But can we reaſonably expet . 
the divine preſence and care, unleſs we 
acknowledge God in our families? pro- 
mote his honour there? and lead al] 
about us to fcar and ſerve him? And will 
not the prevalence of religion in a houſe, by 
the pious and prudent care and government 
of thoſe who are the heads of it, render 
that family a delightful aflociation of hearts 
and intereſts ? formed upon the wiſeſt plan * 
governed by the beſt laws? united by the 
firmeſt bonds? influenced by the ftrong- 
eſt motives ? , and inſured of the preſidence, 
protection, and blefling of God, in all thei: 
affairs? Who then can doubt of religion 
| being conducive .to the happineſs of fami- 
lies ?* Or heſitate a moment, whether it | 
not as much the intereſt, as it is the duty ol 


Every 


zo infirce the Ditty. 83 
every head of a family, by proper care and 


government, to cultivate and promote it ? 


SECONDLY, By the religious care and 
government of our Galli we are moſt 
likely to form our children, and others com- 
mitted to our care, for piety, uſefulneſs, and 


comfort here; and for everlaſting happineſs 


hereafter. 


T#1s is certainly a very important con- 


fideration. And ſhould en gage us to a 


conſcientious diſcharge of this duty, from 


| love to thoſe who are not only members of 


our family, but parts of ourſelves. Can we 
but with to ſee theſe of importance in future 
life? valuable members of ſociety ? com- 
fortable in themſelves ? uſeful to thoſe about 
them ? beloved of God ? reſpected of men ? 
And, which is more ſtill, can we but deſire, 
to ſecure and promote, as far as in us lies, 
their happineſs to all eternity ? Let us then 
endeavour to inſtill into their minds princi- 
ples of piety and virtue: to cultivate with 
our beſt and earlieſt care, a ſenſe of God 
and religion, Thus we lay a founda- 
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tion for their being truly worthy and excel- 


lent: for ſecuring their moſt invaluable cha- 


rater and intereſts; and for leading them 


on to glory and immortality. Is not this an 
end worthy our molt careful attention ? Or 
can we hope that it ſhould be obtained, but 


in the uſe of means fo evidently adapted 
hereto ? 


GREAT and important, my brethren, 1s 
the truſt committed to us! Great and illu- 
ſtrious our honour, if we faithfully diſcharge 
it! Upon us, in ſome meaſure, depends the 
future well or ill being of rational, immor- 
tal ſouls, put under our tuition and care: 
their future well or ill being, in time, and 
to eternity. We are under God, their guar- 
dians, their truſtees for both worlds, Is it 
of no moment to us how they form ? or 
what becomes of them ? Do not we think 
it our duty to provide food and clothing for 
them ? to take care of their health, and ol 
their temporary intereſts? And is religion 
then, and are their fouls of fo little conſe- 


- quence, as that here we can think ourſelve: 
at liberty, and leave them to chance and 


ha- 
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hazard ? Or do we think this will come of 
courſe ? Or theſe be provided for, without our 
care and cultivation ? Oh fatal miitake ! oh 
of all others, moſt cruel neglect! If we take 
no care with whom they are connected : if 
we do nothing to curb and reſtrain their 
headiſtrong paſſions : if we from day to day, 
live in the neglect of family prayer : if no- 
thing be done to inſtruct and furniſh them 
with religious principles : if the neglect and 
profanation of the Lord's-day be allowed 
and encouraged : if they fee nothing in our 
examples to engage them to piety and vir- 
tue : how do we expe that they ſhould 
carry any religion into the world with 
them ? Can we then wonder, if they prove 
profligate and vicious ? Can we juſtly com- 
plain of their undutifulneſs to us, if we have 
- Never taught them their higher duty to God? 
or of their making us miſerable, when we 
have ſo ſhamefully negle&ted their happt= | 
neſs? Theſe reflections are not more plain, 
than they are ſerious and important. Andif 
they are attended to as they deſerve to be, 
muſt, I ſhould think, have force enough, to 
engage us to this duty. 

T3 BUT 


I. 


DIY EL 


I 
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' BuT the matter may be conſidered in a 
more extenſive view. For 


THIRDLY. The honour of God, and the 
intereſts of religion in the world, and con- 
ſequently the public ſafety and happineſs, 
are greatly concerned in the faithful and 
diligent diſcharge of this duty. 


Wx complain, and not without cauſe, of 


the degeneracy of the times : of the want 


of religious principle : and of the too great 


_ depravity of manners. Is it any wonder 


that it ſhould be fo, while children and fer- 
vants, as to religion and virtue, are fo ſadly 
neglected : and parents and heads of fami- 
lies are fo deficient in their duty ? While 
this is ſo, I deſpair of ſeeing any alteration 
for the better. For here children receive 
their firſt impreſſions : which are likely to be 
the moſt deep and permanent. And if here 
all care of them is laid afide, the more pub- 
lic and general means for promoting reli- 
gion, Will in all probability be ineffectual : 
and the impreſſions, if any ſhould be 
made, ſoon wear off, Till therefore _ 

0 
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of families are convinced of their negle&, 
and make conſcience of their duty, it is in 


vain that they complain, or wiſh to ſee any 


change for the better, in the ſtate of religion 
amongſt us. To what purpoſe are our com- 
plaints, if we will do nothing to remove the 
cauſe of them ? but rather, by our neglect, 
contribute to ſtrengthen it, and to confirm 
and ſpread the growing evil? When Jo/bua 


was exhorting the people of 1/20), to unite 


themſelves in the ſervice of Jehovah, and la- 
menting the great danger of a defection 
from him ; in order to inforce his exhorta- 


tion, and to prevent, as far as he could, the 


evil which he dreaded, he declares his fixed 
reſolution to take care of his own family : 
« As for me and my houſe we will ſerve the 
Lord *. And if heads of families would 
do their parts in their reſpeQtive houſes, we 
might pleaſe ourſelves with the hope of ſee- 
ing the honour of God retrieved ; the king- 
dom of the Redeemer promoted ; religion 
and virtue again revive and flouriſh ; and 
the public charafter and happineſs ſecured 
ana advanced. Would every one take care 

F 4 of 

* Joſh. xxiv. 15. 
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of his own little ſociety, and maintain reli- | 
gious order and government there, the great 6} 
public community, which 1s formed out of 
theſe, would be more regular, virtuous, and 
happy. Profaneneſs, infidelity, and vice, 
would loſe ground. The friends and pa- 
trons of piety and virtue, would increaſe 
in numbers : and unite, with more vigour 
and efficacy, their efforts to ſtop the grow- 
ing torrent of impiety and wickedneſs ; and 
# to revive and promote the languithing inte- 

f reſts of religion and the goſpel. Religion, 
from families, would be carried into public 
life: and there diffuſe its happy effects, 
For families are ſeminaries for the world: 
where perſons are forimed and trained to be 
uſeful or worthleſs, to be bleſſings, or curſes 
to mankind. Here then, my friends, let us 
begin. And, as we would not be acceſſary 
to public guilt; as we with the proſperity 
of our country ; as we would retrieve its 
honour and virtue; and ſecure to it the 
guardian care and blefling of Almighty God, 
let each one of us in his own province, his 
family, endeavour to reſtrain vice, to culti- 
vate religion and virtue, and to promote 

| I 
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the principles, ſpirit, and practice of ge- 
nuine chriſtianity. So ſhall we do our beſt 
to ſecure thoſe invaluable ends, And our 
families, as they branch out, and form the 
like connections, will we may hope follow 
our examples ; and purſue the ſame plan. 
Thus ſhall we be friends, not only to the 
preſent, but to ſucceeding generations. And 
may indulge the pleaſing thought, that our 
childrens children may be led to honour 
God ; and to call us bleſſed. 


FouRTHLY, The faithful performance of 
this duty, will yield us the trueſt pleaſure 
and fatisfaftion : and our care and fidelity 
herein give us the moſt ſolid comfort, when 


we come calmly to look back upon a paſt 
life, he 


IF by our wiſe and religious manage- 
ment, thoſe that are committed to our truſt, 
ſhould be formed for importance, uſefulneſs, 
and eſteem in future life, we ſhall bear a 
delightful part therein : and behold it with an 
heart approving pleaſure, We ſhall out-live 
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ourſelves in them: arid honour and joy 
crown our declining yeats. And when 
death calls us hence, we ſhall cloſe our eyes 
upon them with comfort : and leave them, 
with a pleaſing confidence in the hands of 
a gracious God ; with the chearing hope of 
meeting them again with joy. 


Tk&ueE it is, that the beſt and moſt faith- 


| ful endeavours are not always ſucceſsful. 


But even here in this caſe, our fidelity will 
not be without its reward. 


Uxver this, perhaps the moſt painful 
forrow that the human heart knows, we 
ſhall have the ſupport of having done our 
part to prevent their ruin. And the difap- 
pointment will fit lighter upon our ſpirits, 


when we can conſider it, merely as Our at- 


fiction ; not as our crime, 


BuT there is one conſideration more to 
engage us to this duty ; if poſſible, ſtill more 
awful and awakening : and which indeed 
gives additional force to all the reſt. "This 1s 

FIFTH-= 
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Firrity. That our care or negle& 
herein, will very differently affe& us in that 
great and ſolemn day, when we come to 
give ah account of this and every other truſt 
committed to us. 


Sucn an account ' we ſhall certainly be 
called to, if there is any dependence upon 
conſcience : or any truth in the word of 
God. And a truſt of a very weighty na- 
ture this is : which providence has devolved 
upon us ; and which we have taken upon 
ourſelves. Conſider ſeriouſly, my brethren; 
how ſhall we anſwer in that day, for trea- 
chery, or negleCt in the execution of it ? 
What accumulated guilt, what dreadful ac- 
ceſlion of miſery, will the loſs of thoſe com- 
mitted to our care, if loſt through our cruel 
neglect, occaſion to us? Can we bear to 
_ think of thoſe, with whom we are inti- 
mately connected by the ties of nature and 
of religion, ſtanding up then; and confronting 
and upbraiding us, as the faulty cauſe of 
their eternal deſtruction ? Will it not, think 
you, Pplerce us to the very heart, to ſee their 
| diſtreſs? 
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diſtreſs i ? to hear their cries? while our own 
conſciences ſhall witneſs againſt us, as ac- 
ceflary thereto? Will it, can you imagine, 
acquit us before the judge, that we took 
great care of their bodies, but none of their 


fouls? That we were fo fond and indul- 


gent, as to pamper and gratify their paſſions 
and inclinations ? ſo cruel, as intirely to nez- 
lect their better part? That we were vey 
careful about their intereſts in time ? totally 
careleſs about thoſe of eternity ? That, as 
heads of families, we were attentive about 
honour and ſervice to ourſelves ? but took 
n9 thought about the honour of God, or 
to teach them their duty to him ? Will this, 
if it be the beſt account which we can give, 
acquit us in that tremendous day ? Acquit 
us, did I aſk ? Yea will it not dreadfully con- 
demn us ? and expole us to the charge and 
puniſhment of the moſt cruel unfaithful- 
neſs ? 


THEss® are very pungent refleQtions. But 
they have their uſe, to excite our care and 


_ceantion. Perhaps the words of that excel- 


lent 
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lent preacher whom I have already quoted, 
may ſet this thought in a more ftriking light. 
« What will parents be able to ſay to God 
« at the day of judgment for all their negle&s 
« of their children ? How will it make your 
« ears tingle, when God ſhall ariſe terribly 
« in judgment, and ſay to you, Behold ! the 
« children which I have given you, They 
_« were ignorant, and you inſtructed them 
« not. They made themſelves vile ; and 
« you reſtrained them not. Why did you 
* not teach them at home ? and bring them 
« to church? and train them up to the 
« exerciſe of piety and devotion ? But you 
« did not only negle© to give them good in- 
« {truction, but you gave them bad exam- 
« ple. And lo they have followed you to 
« hell, to be an addition to your torment 
« there.” After more of this heavy charge 
in the name of the judge, he thus proceeds. 
«* Will it not cut you to the heart, and 
* pierce your very ſouls, to have your chil- 
_ * dren challenge you in that day ? and fay 
<« to you one by one, Had you been as care- 
« ful to teach me the good knowledge of 

* the Lord, as I was capable of learning it : 


« had 
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« had you been but as forward to inſtruc 
* me in my duty, as I was ready to have 
« hearkened to it, it had not been with me, 
« as it is this day. I had not now ſtood trem- 
« bling here, in a fearful expeQtation of the 
* eternal doom, which is juſt ready to be 
« paſſed upon me. Curſed be the man that 
© begat me ; and the paps that gave me 


*« ſack. "Tis to you, that I muſt in a great 


© meaſure owe my everlaſting undoing, 
« Would it not ſtrike any of us with horror, 
« to be thus challenged, and reproached by 


* our children, in that great and terrible day 
<« of the Lord * ?” 


_ Burt I would preſent you with a morc 
encouraging and delightful ſcene : even the 
glory and reward of that man, who is faith- 
ful to this great and intereſting truſt, It 


| his pious care and endeavours ſhould he (as 


with grief I ſpeak it, they too oft are) inet- 
fectual, yet he ſhall receive the teſtimony 
of his conſcience, the applauſe of his judge, 
and the recompence of his fidelity, He thal 
be clear from their guilt and condemnation : 

if 


'® Tillotſon's ſerm. vol. i. P. 513, 
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+ it ſhall all fall upon themſelves. But if we 
are thus faithful, we may indulge the plea- 
fing hope of being ſucceſsful. And then 
will the glory of that day be compleat. Oh 
| what an addition of honour and joy will it 
be to us then, to have been happily inſtru- 
mental in forming thoſe committed to our 
truſt, for the everlaſting likeneſs, love, and 
enjoyment of God ? To have laid a founda- 
tion for their eternal glory and bliſs ? With 
what delight ſhall we receive their grateful 
acknowledgments ? What an additonal lu- 
ſtre, will our crown receive from theirs ? 
With what extaſies ſhall we hear the com- 
mendatory applauſe of the judge, for having 
added to the triumphs of his croſs and king- 
dom? And what an acceſſion will it be to 
our everlaſting felicity, to have others, thoſe - 
eſpecially without whom we can ſcarce think 
ourſelves happy, then and for ever happy 
with us? Theſe, my brethren, are indeed 
very animating conliderations. I cannot re- 
preſent them to you, with that force and 
power that they deſerve : nor indeed as I 


teel them. Oh may we all experience their 
perſuaſive influence |! 


PzR- 
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PERMIT me now to ſum up all. And 
moſt earneſtly to exhort, yea moſt ſolemnly 


to conjure myſelf and you, by the honour 


which we owe to God ; and our defire to 


ſecure his preſence and bleſſing : by the love 
we bear to our families; and our concern 
for their preſent and eternal welfare : by the 
duty we owe to our country ; and our wiſhes 
to promote its virtue and happineſs : by our 
zeal for the Lord Jeſus; and our regard to 
thoſe for whom he died : by all our religi- 
ous, chriſtian, ſocial, and relative engage- 
ments: and above all, by our views of the 
laſt awful day ; and all the tremendous, or 
glorious conſequences of it to ourſelves and 
ours: by all theſe ſerious and awakening 
motives and arguments, let me moſt fervent- 
ly and affeQtionately charge it upon us all, 
and lay it home to our conſciences, that we 
command our children and houſhold after 
us, that they keep the way of the Lord. 
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